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Hampton Hill was built in two sections. The smaller por-
tion is the earlier,being built c. 17hl by an unknown architect. It is
a two and a half story stone gable house, two bays across and one room
deep. The bottom floor contains the kitchen and pantry. The kitchen -
has a nine foot wide fireplace with a filled in beehive oven, and the pan-
try has the original stone sink with stone drainway to the outside.
Mich chair railing and paneling in this part is either early or original.

The larger house to the west of the 17LL section was built
c. 1790. It was built of stone similar to that used in the earlier
section but was built without a common wall as is indicated by a demer-
cation line on the southern exposure. Being larger than the earlier
section, it is three bays across by two rooms deep, two and a half stories
high , of stone gable construction with a nine- foot“hallway.. This
part has two roomson the ground floor and three rooms on the second
story and a fine winding stairway with a landing connects the two. -
Chimneys are found on each gable end, with the east one serving fire-
places on both floors while the west chimney was utilized by a "Franklin
type stove", Chair rail, four mantels, paneling, raised panel doors,
hewn rafters, and early floor boards predominate in this section.

Alterations to the house consist of removal of the bake -
oven, a shingle roof replaced by slate in the twentieth century, re-
placement of deteriorated window frames, addition of Victorian doors
with glass rather than panels, addition of a bathroom and the usual
heating and electrical renovations. The attic has been strengthened
‘to support structural weakness incurred over the years.

Both sections are equipped with a full attic as well as
cellars. Exteriorly, both sections contain boxed cornice and white
panel shutters on the ground floor and black louvered shutters on the
second story. Snowbirds are present on both roofs. .Evidence indicates -
that both sections had been plastered but today this has been removed

‘and the surfaces have been repointed.

Hampton Hill is part of a larger five structure-complex.
The property at one time consisted of 1) Hampton Hill(Bennet-Search
House), 2) a stone wood shed of which only the walls remain, 3) a
three story stone wagon shed renovated but in poor condition, owned
privately, L) a cold vault mostly underground but in goocd condition
and 5) a massive frame "Dutch Barn" that was completely destroyed
by fire.
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arcund the family.

_ Rampton Hill also known as the Bermet-Search House, il-
lustrates the accomodation of a Colonial and post-Colonial structure
into a unified dwelling. The houses were built by the Benet family
(Abraham Benet- head of the femily) which moved from Long Island,
New York in the early to mid-eighteenth century.
related buildings is indicative of an early farm community centered

The complex of

Legends say that 1) the Delsware Indiens assembled between
the wood shed and the wagon shed in the eighteenth century for the
purpose of trading with the family and other traders, 2) that a slave
burial ground is located approximately two hundred yards north of the
house and that 3) the house with a stone arched way to one of the
cellars was found while excavations were being done, this supports the
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slaves on the Underground Railroad.

i} v

legend that the house may have been used as a hiding place for

Architecturally, the house contains fine woodwork
throughout, The winding stairway with landing is exceptionally fine
and is a feature that rarcly survives in rural architecture., Pres-
ervation of the house has been carefully executed with care taken not
to disrupt the original floor plans or modify woodwork. Rampin Hill
stands 28 a morument to careful and correct utilization of restor-
| ation procedure being graced with repointed stone work and new roofing

5 on the exterior and original rafters wall boards, doors, mentels and

fireplaces on the inside.
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